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BOROUGH COUNCIL OF KING’S LYNN & WEST NORFOLK 
 

COUNCIL 
 

Minutes from the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday, 14th January, 
2021 at 4.30 pm in a Remote Meeting on Zoom and available for the public 

to view on WestNorfolkBC on You Tube - Zoom and You Tube 
 

PRESENT: Councillor G Hipperson (Chair)- Mayor 
Councillors B Ayres, Miss L Bambridge, P Beal, R Blunt, F Bone, C Bower, 
A Bubb, A Bullen, Mrs J Collingham, J Collop, S Collop, C J Crofts, S Dark, 
M de Whalley, I Devereux, A Dickinson, P Gidney, A Holmes, Lord Howard, 

M Howland, G Howman, C Hudson, H Humphrey, B Jones, C Joyce, A Kemp, 
J Kirk, P Kunes, A Lawrence, B Lawton, B Long, J Lowe, C Manning, 

G Middleton, J Moriarty, C Morley, S Nash, E Nockolds, T Parish, S Patel, 
J Ratcliffe, C Rose, J Rust, A Ryves, C Sampson, S Sandell, Mrs V Spikings, 

S Squire, M Storey, A Tyler, D Tyler and D Whitby 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Bhondi and M Wilkinson 
 

C:135   PRAYERS  
 

Prayers were led by Rev Canon Ling. 
 

C:136   DECLARATION OF INTEREST  
 

None  
 

C:137   MAYOR'S COMMUNICATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

The Mayor informed Council that sadly Councillor Mrs Margaret 
Wilkinson’s husband Peter had passed away today.  On behalf of all 
the Council the Mayor sent sincere condolences to Councillor Mrs 
Wilkinson. 
 

C:138   URGENT BUSINESS  
 

None 
 

C:139   RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COUNCIL BODIES  
 

i   Cabinet - 22 September 2020 and Cabinet Members Decision - 27 October 
2020  
 

Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube 
 
At the previous meeting Council had commenced debating CAB171 – 
Review of Standing Orders and Articles along with Cabinet 
Members Decision on Standing Orders amendments.  Councillor 

https://youtu.be/TtLmlDnlvkQ?t=478
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Moriarty had proposed an amendment to the standing orders prior to 
the closure of the meeting. 
 
Following further discussions on the subject matter, Councillor Moriarty 
withdrew his amendment to allow a different amendment to be put. 
 
Councillor Lord Howard proposed:  “That the proposed amendments to 
Standing Orders and Articles are adopted save for Amendment 11.2A 
which shall be referred back to Cabinet for further consideration and 
recommendations to Full Council”. 
This was seconded by Councillor Middleton.  Councillor Long as mover 
of the original proposal confirmed he accepted the amendment.  This 
was also welcomed by members.  With no dissenters Council approved 
the amendment, and the substantive motion. 
 
RESOLVED: That the amendments to standing orders, with the 
exception of the amendment to SO11.2A which will be referred back to 
Cabinet for further consideration and recommendation to Council, be 
approved.  
 
 
 

ii   Cabinet on 17 November 2020  
 

Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube 
 
Councillor Long proposed CAB193: Statement of Licensing Policy, 
this was seconded by Councillor Mrs Nockolds.  This was agreed. 
  
Councillor Long proposed CAB194: Covid 19 Response and 
Recovery Plan this was seconded by Councillor Dark and agreed. 
 
Councillor Long proposed CAB197: Scheme of Delegation this was 
seconded by Councillor Mrs Nockolds and agreed. 
 
RESOLVED: That the recommendations from the Cabinet meeting on 
17 November be agreed. 
 

C:140   NOTICES OF MOTION  
 

Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube 
 
1) Notice of Motion (6/20), Councillor S Squire proposed her 
Motion, this was seconded by Councillor Rust.:  
 
“This council acknowledges that care leavers are particularly 
vulnerable and can be at risk of jeopardising their housing tenancies, 
as they do not have the ability to draw upon the support and 
experience that family members can provide.  
 

https://youtu.be/TtLmlDnlvkQ?t=896
https://youtu.be/TtLmlDnlvkQ?t=1295
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Therefore this council agrees to build upon the joint housing protocol 
with Norfolk County Council to prioritise care leavers for housing, and 
the council tax discounts for care leavers, by also extending the “Care 
& Repair” service to Care Leavers in the Borough up until their 25th 
Birthday.”  
 
Under standing order 14.6, Councillor Long proposed that the item be 
referred to Cabinet in order for all financial implications to be 
considered.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Nockolds.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Motion be referred to Cabinet for consideration. 
 
 
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube 
 
2) Notice of Motion (7/20), Councillor J Rust proposed her Motion, 
this was seconded by Councillor Bone: 
 
“This Council believes the way to develop a strong, resilient and 
successful local economy is through all residents having the 
opportunity to reach their full potential and supports moves to increase 
these chances through initiatives such as the School of Nursing.  
  
As such this Council wishes to express its support of government 
policy that puts the reskilling of workers at the heart of their economic 
recovery plans after the pandemic.  The Government's announcement 
to fully fund entitlement to achieve a first level 3 qualification delivered 
through the National Skills Fund is to be applauded.  
  
Therefore, this Council is deeply concerned at the suggestion of the 
Department of Education to end Government funding to the Union 
Learning Fund which is open to all workers, union and non-union 
members alike.   
  
Therefore, this Council resolves to raise this undermining of 
Government policy with local Members of Parliament and encourage 
them to call on the Department of Education not to proceed with the 
withdrawal of funding.” 

 
Council debated the Motion, with points being raised on the numbers of 
people assisted by the Union Learning Fund and the small cost of the 
fund in comparison to other learning, the need for additional training 
with large numbers losing jobs and the raising of skills for the 
workforce. Attention was drawn to the apprenticeship levy currently 
charged on businesses to provide training for staff. 
 
RESOLVED: On being put to the vote the Motion was lost. 
 
 
 
Click here to view the recording of this item on You Tube 

https://youtu.be/TtLmlDnlvkQ?t=1633
https://youtu.be/TtLmlDnlvkQ?t=3008
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3) Notice of Motion (8/20) - Councillor A Kemp proposed her 
Motion.   
 
 
“Decent Homes for Residents 
This Council understands the importance of affordable housing space 
standards in all new housing. So that all rooms are of a decent size for 
residents and so housing meets  housing need. 
 
The Council will therefore draw up and enforce a Room Standards 
Policy. If Planning Applications do not meet our affordable housing 
space standards, the Local Planning Authority will not recommend their 
approval.” 
 
This was seconded by Councillor de Whalley, who proposed an 
amendment to the Motion: “that the matter be referred to the Local Plan 
Task Group for consideration of a policy on minimum space standards 
for the Borough.” 
 
The amendment was seconded by Councillor Lawton.  Councillor 
Kemp accepted the amendment, and this was agreed with no 
dissenters.  The substantive motion was debated. 
 
Council debated the issue that market forces should prevail to permit 
those with smaller budgets to be able to buy smaller houses, and there 
were already housing standards in place.  Other points raised were the 
Local Plan Task Group should consider the matter and produce local 
standards to give developers standards to build to.  The issue of driving 
up local standards  and encouraging builders to build properties with 
decent sized rooms with sufficient space for people to work from home. 
Attention was drawn to the standards published on the Gov web site. 
 
On being put to the vote the motion was lost. 
 
RESOLVED: The Motion was lost. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 6.03 pm 
 

 


